
Hi, RS Alumni! Please check out our latest edition of the newsletter to stay connected with one another, give back, and guide
your professional career.

Greetings, RS Alumni!

Luncheon, Linkedin and Lots Happening...oh my!  Read about all these things, plus
the many ways for alumni to reach back and help younger Rainier Scholars rise. We
 hope you'll choose one!  

Bethany Furubayashi
RS Development Officer

STAYING CONNECTED

You're Invited to the Annual Rainier Scholar Luncheon!
April 25, 2017
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As alumni, you may know this event well, perhaps having gone as a younger scholar.
 If so, you understand that the luncheon is much more than a lunch.  It's a chance to
honor the journey of every scholar and celebrate their accomplishments. With nearly
1,200 business and community leaders attending, it's also our biggest fundraiser of the
year - where we inspire the larger community to support our program and mission. 

Alumni can play an active role here! Be an ambassador for Rainier Scholars by coming
to the luncheon and inviting a colleague to join you. Cheer on the younger cohorts
coming up. Consider making a gift at the event, honoring the impact that Rainier
Scholars had on your own journey.  But mostly, come because we'd just LOVE to see
you there!  RSVP@rainierscholars.org

Linkedin Group for Rainier Scholars Alumni

The next time you're on Linkedin, search for "Rainier Scholars Network"...

Here you will find a hub to post and find career opportunities (from RS and other
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scholars), increase visibility of where scholars are employed so that if you're also
interested in working there you can network, and create a professional forum where
alums can collaborate. Don't wait - join today!

GIVING BACK

Take Time to Tutor

Got an extra hour or two to spare during the week?  How about tutoring a Rainier
Scholars student?  By helping with homework assignments or prepping for a test, you
can help students with challenging subjects like math, science and languages most
commonly taught in middle/high school (Spanish, French, Japanese, ASL, Mandarin,
and German).  Tutoring is a great way to help students improve grades, gain self-
confidence, and be a mentor to the younger version of YOU!  For more info, contact
Tutor Coordinator Michaela Johnson Blanchard or take the first step by filling out a
volunteer application form.

Share your "New School Experience" with AEP Scholars

Join other alumni this Saturday, March 4, 11:45 am-1:00 pm at South Shore
School, where we will speak to current Cohort XV scholars, excited and anxious at the
same time about transitioning to new school settings. As panelists, we'll answer
questions and share our own experiences. Whether you choose to share a little or a
lot, just showing up helps give an identity to alumni and really carries weight with
current scholars. For more info: rainierscholarsalumni@gmail.com.

ALUMNI UPDATES
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What are your fellow alums up to these days?  Read on to find out...

Marisa Fang, Cohort I
I'm currently a graduate student at Emory's Goizueta Business School. I'll be
interning at the Gates Foundation this summer as part of their graduate internship
program. I truly am so grateful and excited for this opportunity - dreams do come
true! I credit RS and my many awesome champions in life who have supported
my adventures. 

Erica Hipolito, Cohort II
I am a Staff Accountant on the hotel lodging side for a real estate management
company. I started out as a Front Desk Agent for one of their managed hotels,
while building relationships with the Director of Operations and General Manager.
My mentors began grooming me for a career in Operations, however, upon
learning of my interest in Accounting, they connected me with the Regional
Controller. I received one-on-one training with the Regional Controller and a
couple months later was offered a position on his team.
 
Alan Lin, Cohort III
Alan graduated from the University of Washington in June 2016 with a double
major in Finance and Information Systems. After returning from a month-long trip
traveling throughout Asia, Alan has been working in financial estimating at Boeing
while also volunteering on the Rainier Scholars Alumni Council.

Kale Reb, Cohort IV
After working as the assistant for the development team for the Indigenous Studies
Program at Pacific Lutheran University, I am now a Toddler teacher at the
University of Washington's Children Center at Portage Bay, with future plans to
pursue a Masters degree in Education.

Care to share your news? Email us at Rainierscholarsalumni@gmail.com.

RECENT HAPPENINGS

Alums Take a Cruise Down Memory Lane
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On December 30, 2016, alums from cohorts 1 to 4 gathered with past and current
faculty to reminisce and make new acquaintances. We filled up two floors of an Argosy
cruise boat, enjoying appetizers and each other's company as we cruised Elliot Bay. It
was a joy for alums to reconnect with teachers and faculty, some whom we hadn't seen
since the Academic Phase. Years had passed; many of us were working professionals,
others in graduate schools, and some even married. Bob summed up the night
perfectly: ""Look around you. The fact that you are here and successful is no accident.
This is exactly what we envisioned and what you all worked so hard for."
 
The cruise was the culmination of months of planning by the Alumni Council to fulfill our
ultimate charter of building cross-cohort connections - something that was amply
accomplished that night. It was also an opportunity to create first-time donors to the
program, as a portion of ticket proceeds were donated directly to Rainier Scholars. For
all who were out of town or could not make it for other reasons, you were very much
missed and we look forward to seeing you at our next event!  

Go Hawks. Go Scholars. Go ALUMNI!



Rainier Scholars teamed up for a second season with our Seattle Seahawks and the
Paul G Allen Family Foundation as a Spirit of 12 Partner, raising "dollars for scholars" at
two home games...and the playoffs! Volunteering as a Spirit of 12 Partner is not just
about the dollars we raise, it's also about the community we build: scholars, families,
staff, corporate partners, and friends working side by side, laughing together, hyping
the Hawks (and RS!), and discovering how great it is to be surrounded by 100+
volunteers who care deeply about Rainier Scholars.  

Alums Biz Gebre, Nancy Tran, May-Lannie Lozano, Peter He and Viche
Thomas definitely made their presence felt on game day, convincing even visiting
team fans to plunk down cash for a program! We will definitely be back this fall, so for
all you alums who love the Hawks and want to give back to Rainier Scholars - see you
next season!

Experiencing AEP - as an Alum!



In line with our mission to connect with different phases of the program, on December
10, the Alumni Council and guests toured the Academic Enrichment Phase at South
Shore. We were greeted at the front door by Sarah Smith, just as prospective donors
are. She presented the program and its mission to us, and we put ourselves in the
perspective of someone hearing about the program for the first time. 

We visited several classes, of course making a stop at Drego Little's famous English
seminars. It was eye-opening to hear how mature and well-spoken Cohort XV is. They
participated in thought-provoking debate, often challenging the opposition to support
conjectures with fact. We had started our long 11-year counting journey in the very
same places these scholars are, and on that Saturday morning we were fortunate
enough to witness the magic from the other side.

Alumni are always welcome on tour. Click HERE for tour dates and other details.

GUIDING YOUR CAREER

The Power of the Alumni Voice
By Thomas Wilson, Internship and Networking Manager, Rainier Scholars

We often talk about how young Rainier Scholars benefit from mentoring, guidance,
and support from caring adults during their transition to adulthood. However, let's
not forget about the power of peer-to-peer advice. As a Rainier Scholars alum,
your voice and mentorship is more powerful than ever.  You have first-hand
knowledge of how important it is for young scholars to be preparing NOW for their
futures by finding mentors, networking, engaging in internships, and utilizing the
resources provided by Rainier Scholars and their school campuses. 

So alums, when an opportunity arises where you can attend a Rainier Scholar
event, have coffee with a college scholar, or send a positive message on social
media, remember your voice is a powerful influence  to younger scholars.  So, let
your voice be heard, the upcoming cohort of scholars will be listening.
 
Need help finding your voice? Check out the NEW monthly Rainier Scholars
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webinar series, Get Woke Wednesday, a 30-minute online session focused on
professional development topics, offered the first Wednesday of every month. The
next webinar is April 5 @ 4pm, entitled "How Do I Talk About Me?" Learn how to
create an effective resume or improve the one you already have so that you grab
the attention of recruiters and get that interview.

Alumni are encouraged to join in! Click HERE for a list of upcoming webinars.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

MAR 4:   Panel Discussion with Cohort XV, 11:45 am-1:00 pm @ South Shore 
MAR 13: Alumni Council Meeting, 7:00 pm @ the 2100 Building
APR 5:   "Get Woke Wednesday" Webinar, 4:00 pm
APR 25:  Rainier Scholars Annual Luncheon, 12:00-1:30 pm @ Sheraton Seattle

WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Have news to share?  Wanna be involved? Got a new address or email so we can keep
in touch? Contact the Alumni Council at rainierscholarsalumni@gmail.com.  If you're
local, consider coming to a monthly meeting!  All are welcome.

Rainier Scholars Alumni | bfurubayashi@rainierscholars.org | 206.407.2181 

See what's happening on our social sites:
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